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R i c h a r d s o n F l a t T a i l i n g s
S u m m i t C o u n t y , U t a h
T h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t T a i l i n g s S i t e c o n t a i n s a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w om i l l i o n tons o f m i l l t a i l i n g s , which have been genera t ed bynearby m e t a l m i n i n g o p e r a t i o n s . T h e s i t e i s c u r r e n t l y owneda n d o p e r a t e d b y U n i t e d P a r k C i t y M i n e s - ( U P C M ) a n d w a s mostr e c e n t l y used f o r t a i l i n g s d i s p o s a l d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f 1 9 7 !t o 1 9 8 1 . T h e s i t e covers a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 6 0 acres a n d l i e sw i t h i n a t o p o g r a p h i c d e p r e s s i o n . A n a l y t i c a l d a t a i n d i c a t ee l e v a t e d c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f ar s en i c , c a d m i u m , c a l c i u m , c o p p e r ,l e a d , m a g n e s i u m , mercury, s i l v e r , s od ium and zinc in thes u r f a c e a n d s u b s u r f a c e t a i l i n g s . E l e v a t e d c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o fa r s e n i c , c o p p e r and l e a d were . f o u n d in s u r f a c e water s a m p l e sf r o m S i l v e r C r e e k , whi ch i s used t o i r r i g a t e p a s t u r e l a n d a n dh a y p r o d u c t i o n f i e l d s w i t h i n thre e m i l e s o f t h e s i t e . H i g h -volume air s a m p l i n g at the s i t e was used to do cument airr e l ea s e s o f ar senic , cadmium, l ead and zinc. H i g h w ind sd u r i n g the s p r i n g and summer month s create c l o u d s o f airbornet a i l i n g s m a t e r i a l wh i ch ar e v i s i b l e w i t h i n th e town o f ParkC i t y ( p o p u l a t i o n 4 5 0 0 ) .
T h e P r e l i m i n a r y . A s s e s s m e n t a n d S i t e I n v e s t i g a t i o n ( P A / S I )began i n J u n e 1 9 8 5 . T h e s i t e w a s e v a l u a t e d u s i n g t h e H a z a r dRanking S y s t e m which r e s u l t e d in an ov era l l m i g r a t i o n routescore o f 3 9 . 1 3 . T h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t T a i l i n g s s i t e w a srecommended f o r i n c l u s i o n o n t h e N a t i o n a l P r i o r i t i e s L i s t i nJ u n e , 1 9 8 8 . A c o o p e r a t i v e a g r e e m e n t ha s been p r o v i d e d t o th eS t a t e o f U t a h t o n e g o t i a t e t h e R e m e d i a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n a n dF e a s i b i l i t y S t u d y ( R I / F S ) w i t h t h e P o t e n t i a l l y R e s p o n s i b l eP a r t i e s ( P R P s ) .
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